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My Town, Uwa—cho?

What am I doing here, on Shikoku, Ehime prefecture, in U¥A-Town ? VWhat is there so
special about this town , just a little town like any other little town in Japan.?
Locally it is famous for its Rice, SAKE and timber.That sums it all up , there is
nothing else. So why did I come all the way from Holland ? Buying my own plot of
land, building my house and working place .\Why here in UWA ? That is something hard
to explain. For how long will I stay here ,what is my purpose? Nobody can tell,it all
depends= - s et ennnn 1

After many years of living and working in Europe and Indonesia.After a lot of
exploring and many different experiences. I am starting a new challenge here in
Japan. Through living and working here in UWA,I am searching for an undefinable
something,a thing an anything

What that may be nobody can tell me and nobody knows.VWhat I do know for sure is that
at this very moment, UVA is very important for my development as an artist

It is a feeling that comes to me naturally, something that is ruled by the laws of
nature .To put it in other, easier words, "My destiny”.

That feeling of exactly knowing why you do the things you do that natural feeling is
unexplainable.but I am convinced that it does exist and its power is very strong.
It is giving me the purpose , energy and the ability to do the things I do.

One of my main reasons for deciding to live here in UWA is the location of my
property ,it is surrounded by beautiful mountains and rice ficlds.Local people are
every day. cultivating their tea-plantations, rice-fields, vegetables and fruits. Tt
s also a very quiet place where nature is still relatively, untouched. That
connection with nature is for me very important ,a must for my work , something

1 can not do without!!

Nature is my main and vital source of energy and inspiration.

The many shapes, forms colours and textures of naturds materials, teach and instruct
me on how to express myself through my work

Its resourches are unlimited you have only to find a way of discovering these
marvels of nature .You have to develop a certain sense of looking at things, change
your way of thinking a little bit ,and start living accordingly to it. All of this
may sound very complicated but in fact is rather easy and simple. It is like living
a life-style that you may call "back to basic”.So every day when I am living and
working at my place here in UWA , the surrounding nature gives me inspiration

For instance ,only looking at the sky above on how a mass of clouds is moving or
watching how gusts of wind are blowing through rice-fields, changing patterns , gives
me new fresh ideas.This is all that matters to me and nothing else. I am not here to
teach or give explanations or comment about anything concerning UWA or on any
subject there may be .I am only one of the many people who are living here in UWA,
nothing more and nothing less

People have to work and livetogether in harmony, communicate and create a society.
which coexist with nature ,so that people will live a rich life and culture will
flourish. So finally why UWA-cho?

I do not have the answer to this question, I only hope to live in harmony with nature
and the people of UWA ,for a long period!!
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